Lampara

SURROUNDING NETS 

With purse lines (purse seines) - one boat operated purse seines

01.1.1

This surrounding net with purse seines is locally known as Lampara.

The term "lampara" is used because fishermen use strong lights to attract fish, which are then caught by purse seining. The purse seine is between 400 to 450 meters long and about 105 meters high. The size of the mesh is a constant 23 mm knot to knot.

The fishing operation is usually undertaken from 7 p.m to 3 or 4 a.m. Two or three small boats (tenders) use strong lights to attract the fish. When it is attracted the tender make a signal to the purse seine and switch off the lights. Then the purse seiner surrounds the fish school and pull out the net.

"Lampara" fishing is undertaken throughout the year except for the period from September to December when these boats target the dolphin fish. Although catches are more or less constant, the peak period is during May.

Species caught with this type of gear include chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus), mediterranean horse mackerel (Trachurus mediterraneus), bogue (Boops boops) and allis shad (Alosa alosa).

At present only six purse seiners based in Marsaxlokk (Malta) and Mgarrr (Gozo) undertake this fishery.
"Lampara" fishing takes place all along the North side of the island but the main zone is around a shallow area covering about 5 square miles, known as Hurd Bank.

The product is commercialised fresh and is for local consume. The allis shad is not consumed but is used as bait in other fisheries.

